82                         Morocco Awakes
There can be no doubt that Abd-el-Krim, though
well aware of the Spanish high command's general in-
tention, anticipated that the actual landing would take
place under cover of the Alhucemas island batteries,
and made his preparations accordingly In addition,
at the beginning of September, a strong force of Jibalis
created what was from the Spanish point of view a most
unwelcome diversion by launching a strong attack on
the Primo line at Kucha Taher in the neighbourhood
of Tetuan. For a little it seemed as if the line would be
broken, and Tetuan endangered, and though Primo de
Rivera wisely refused to cancel the despatch of the ex-
peditionary force, he was compelled to divert some of
the battalions With these and the troops of the Tetuan
garrison a relief column was formed, which after
desperate fighting succeeded in rescuing the heroic
defenders of the beleaguered post at Kudia Taher and
driving back the enemy with heavy losses Meanwhile
the expeditionary force, which had embarked at Tetuan
and Mehlla, landed at Cebadilla on September 8th
There was heavy fighting, but on the 23rd native regi-
ments and the Foreign Legion carried Mount Malmusi,
and by the end of the month the Spanish flag floated
over Ajdir, the former capital of Abd-el-Krim The
strategy of Marshal Petain and General Primo de
Rivera had been triumphantly vindicated, a crushing
blow dealt to the enemy, and the moral and fighting
qualities of the Spanish army raised to a height that
had, a little while before, seemed impossible of attain-
ment At last after years of ignominy and disaster,
Spanish arms had scored a great triumph by success-
fully undertaking one of the most difficult operations
that can be attempted in war
While the Spaniards were bringing the war into the